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The nature trail and 
the solar system model 
 

Along the western side of the village Höfn is a trail 

with scenic views towards the glaciers of Vatna-

jökull National Park. During wintertime one can 

also enjoy the starry night sky and the northern 

lights. The South East Iceland Nature Center, supp-

orted by the municipality of Hornafjörður, intend to 

dedicate the trail to the nature, in wide sense, 

hence its nickname "Náttúrustígur", the "Nature 

trail". 

Along the trail is a model of the solar system, 

scaled down more than 2.1 billion fold, with sizes 

and distances in correct proportions. The Sun 

(diameter 65 cm) is situated at the Óslandshæð 

hill, just south of the village (see map), with the 

planets distributed along the trail. The diameter of 

the planets ranges from 1 mm to 6,5 cm. They are 

molded on top of a metal poles, based on a 

gabbroic boulders from the nearby Litlahorn 

mountain. A information signs are attached to 

each boulder. 

The walk from the Sun to the planet Neptune is 2.8 

km long and it takes less than hour to finish it one 

way. Information about the dwarf planet Pluto are 

placed there, as officially the trail ends there. 

Enthusiastics can still continue to  a point were the 

mean distance of Pluto's orbit is sited. This part of 

the walk crosses the golf course of Silfurnes so one 

should stay aware of golf balls! 

 

 

 

Birdlife 
Hornafjörður has rich birdlife throughout the year and 

a great number of species can be seen foraging both 

on the shore and in the fjord. Standing on the 

Óslandshæð hill and walking along the 

nature trail give good opportunities to watch the birds 

of the area.  

 

Pseudomorphs 

Near the trail prehistoric pseudomorphs of trees can 

be observed. They are located at the tideline and 

therefore only can be seen during low tide. Please 

note these are very fragile and unique relics and 

should be treated with care. 

The boulder park 
About 1.5 km walk away from the Sun is an area aside 

the Nature trail with several large boulders. This geo 

park is dedicated to rocks that characterize the bed-

rock of Southeast Iceland. 
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